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Supplemental Material to Cognitive Bias and Accountability in Legal Decision-Making 

Coding 

 

Valence ratings 

 Participants were asked to rate the valence of the evidence on a scale from 0  to 100, 

where 0 means completely exonerating and 100 means completely incriminating. The average 

of these ratings for each of the pieces of evidence is given in Table S1. The category of the 

evidence according to the pre-test that was conducted of the material prior to data collection 

was also included in the table. 

 

Table S1 

Valence Ratings for the Evidence in the Case Vignette. 

 

Evidence M SD 
Category 
according to 
pre-testa 

Emma was covered in blood when the police arrived at the 

crime scene 54.75 28.16 N 

Emma's journey to Catherine's place took longer than usual 62.81 25.10 SI 
Emma claimed to have stopped at work on her way to 

Catherine's place 46.79 25.90 N 

Emma's bloody fingerprints were on the bed 49.80 29.07 N 
Blonde hairs were found on the pillow 37.02 31.55 ME 
Brown hairs were found on the pillow 39.14 31.48 ME 
Emma's DNA was found at the crime scene 43.66 32.50 N 
Emma's DNA was found on James' body 44.31 31.57 N 
DNA of an unidentified woman was found on the door 

handle of the bedroom door 35.13 32.72 ME 

The bathroom sink contained traces of James' blood 54.74 29.33 MI 
Emma's bloody fingerprint was found on the bathroom tap 63.99 28.29 SI 
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The medical examiner thought the stab wounds had been 

caused by a right-handed person 53.47 26.49 MI 

James died between 19.30 and 20.30 55.48 30.18 MI 
According to the medical examiner, James had sexual 

contact with a woman shortly before he died 44.92 31.77 N 

James had told his friends that he was having an affair 56.25 29.38 SI 
James' friends thought his mistress was the brunette they 

had seen him with 43.73 30.70 N 

According to John Taylor, James had been planning on 

ending the affair as soon as possible 39.28 29.10 ME 

John Taylor thought James was meeting his mistress the 

night of the murder 42.40 31.46 N 

According to her friends, Emma had threatened to hurt 

James if he cheated on her 71.82 23.98 SI 

Emma had told her friend she suspected James was cheating 

on her 65.79 24.60 SI 

Emma's friend claims Emma was looking for proof of an 

affair 64.96 25.46 SI 

Emma showed almost no emotion when talking to the police 

about James' death 65.40 27.10 SI 

Emma would benefit from James' death 71.81 23.92 SI 
Catherine confirms Emma was with her at the times 

indicated by Emma 33.01 27.38 SE 

Catherine owes Emma a large sum of money 63.87 24.33 SI 
Emma received a parking ticket while parked outside 

Catherine's house 35.64 30.04 SE 

A neighbour heard a fight in Emma and James' house earlier 

in the day 61.47 24.91 SI 

Emma was home around the time of the fight 64.79 24.71 SI 
Emma denies fighting with James that afternoon 56.85 26.67 MI 
The neighbour heard someone arrive between 19.40 and 

20.00, but didn't hear the doorbell ring 55.86 28.44 MI 
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A witness saw someone with Emma's posture stop briefly at 

the trash can where the knife was later found 66.61 23.75 SI 

Emma's fingerprints were on the knife 69.57 28.18 SI 
An unknown individual's fingerprints were found on the 

knife 29.89 31.09 SE 

Emma is right-handed 60.07 27.25 SI 
 

a:SI = Strongly Incriminating, MI = Mildly Incriminating, N = Neutral, ME = Mildly 
Exonerating, SE = Strongly Exonerating. 


