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The EuroMedMig Policy Papers Series aims to promote knowledge exchange and dialogue 
among actors working on a particular topic on Mediterranean Migration, comprising of 
international and Mediterranean organizations, stakeholders, civil society organizations, 
policymakers and politicians at all levels of government. 

This Policy Paper is a summary of the National Workshop entitled “Migration, media and 
stereotypes: Cities in France and the Mediterranean area after 1945” organized by Yvan 
Gastaut (Université Côte d’Azur-Nice), on 7 March 2022 and held at Maisons des Sciences de 
l’Homme et de la Société (MSHS), Nice. The program and list of participants of this Workshop 
are in sections VI and VII respectively. 

The main objective of this Policy Paper is to summarize the premises put forward during this 
National Workshop with the purpose of sharing what was considered as substantial policy-
relevant arguments and recommendations for the development of MedMig policies. 

The views and opinions reproduced do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the 
Experts. 
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I. Introduction 

With regard to history, the Mediterranean city is the place of all mixing, of all 
intersections and entanglements. The heritage of multiple cities in the basin or its islands 
clearly shows this. It is on the urban scale that the question of intercultural relations, the 
place of minorities and "living together" are measured. As such, yesterday as today, the 
municipal dimension is a sensitive matter. As on a crest line, the city represents the horizon 
of all possibilities and the place of all tensions. Less commonly than with the notion of 
State, in the sense of "peuple", the city appears as an essential counterpoint to the 
question of migration. Economically, socially and culturally, it can offer multiple 
possibilities for action. In this session we bring into play the importance of staging a city in 
relation to migration. And from research in various human and social sciences we believe 
that it is necessary for urban governance to take hold of the Mediterranean imaginations 
of the cities concerned, to stimulate them and to carry out cultural policies based on these 
narratives of a near and distant past, without erasing the tensions, but by showing the 
plurality. This would undoubtedly be an asset in the way we look at migration. In all parts 
of the basin, some cities have a lot to offer. More than a story, it is the confrontation of 
stories that is important. To do this, it is necessary to study the question of the imaginary, 
the media, literature, cinema and art in general, yesterday and today, both on the city and 
in the city. All these 'soft power' representations structure the city in order to inform 
(media), cultivate or entertain. Moreover, we can see that urban actors, particularly 
associations, have been very involved in a struggle over narratives in order to modify 
certain stereotypes. Thus, we choose to work as much on monographs, as is the case for 
Marseille here, as on possible comparisons which could inspire those who administer cities 
to act in the direction of an action on representations by using the past as an issue (but not 
only). We are betting that this dimension, which is carried out in all the urban areas of the 
city, particularly in conjunction with the associative actors, can bear fruit by combining a 
common Mediterranean framework with the specificities of each city. This is a major 
challenge. In Marseille, as in other cities, this type of governance is already underway, and 
we are trying to measure its importance here. 

II. Conceptual framework on migration, media, and stereotypes 

This policy paper builds on the discussions and findings highlighted in the workshop 
on the question of cosmopolitanism and Mediterranean cities. The debate focused on the 
historical, social, cultural and geographical perspectives of cosmopolitanism in France. We 
proposed ideas around the representations, imaginary and stereotypes of immigration 
from the French case. The first roundtable discussion brought together speakers around 
the question of the emergence in the public space and in particular in French cities of the 
young generations resulting from postcolonial immigration in the early 1980s. Those who 
were called the "Beurs" ("Arabs" in French slang or verlan) become a subject of debate 
around the identity of urban France, between metissage (ethnic hybridity) and racism from 
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part of its population. It is very important to ask ourselves: what place is given to 
postcolonial immigration and their descendants in French society? The second roundtable 
dealt with a case study: the city of Marseille, its cosmopolitanism and its image in France 
(and maybe other places around Mediterranean area). A city apart, where racism manifests 
itself; a city characterized by the ability to welcome foreigners from old times. Finally, the 
third roundtable highlighted the importance of studying stereotypes and representations 
to better deconstruct them and envisage a society more open to otherness. At the National 
Museum of Immigration History, a traveling exhibition is under construction on the subject 
with the aim of presenting it in many cities in the Mediterranean basin, in order to provoke 
debate.  

The workshop and the speakers addressed the main following questions: 

 How to envisage cosmopolitanism in Mediterranean cities using the tools of the 
various social and human sciences? 

 How did Maghreb immigration and its installation in French society provoke an 
important debate about national identity? 

 What is the weight of colonization-decolonization on France's relationship to the 
question of immigration? 

 How has the memory of the Algerian war (1954-62) been and remains a social issue? 
 Is the case of Marseille particular in France on the subject of immigration? How can 

such a city serve as an example of welcoming others through its history and current 
realities? 

 Why is it necessary or even essential to study stereotypes and representations in 
their evolution to better consider the reception of migrants? 
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III. Summary of the National Workshop : Guiding arguments 

From New York, Ricard Zapata Barrero explains that this is the 9th EUMedMi National 
Workshop and recalls the rich precedent sessions organized by the other partners of the 
program. He gave the floor to Yvan Gastaut who coordinated this session and who will 
chair the different panels. Yvan Gastaut gives the orientation of this session which focuses 
on the representations of immigrants in Mediterranean cities. It appears that the question 
of imaginaries is central to understanding what is at stake for municipal management of 
diversity. Thus, the media have a capital importance on the subject, as well as cultural 
questions. Yvan Gastaut presents the proceedings of the session and insists on the link 
that exists between two French coastal towns, Nice and Marseille, each of which has a 
particular cosmopolitan dimension. From Nice, where the URMIS is located, Yvan Gastaut 
insisted on offering his colleagues from Marseille a special session on this second city 
which is so important for our consortium. Yvan Gastaut specifies that if there are forms of 
competition between the two cities (in addition to Toulon being of equal importance), the 
researchers work in great collaboration. 

 

 
Ricard Zapata Barrero speaking on line with Yvan Gastaut 
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Cities and cosmopolitism in the Mediterranean area: A geographical approach 

 

Prof Robert Escallier speaking with Naïma Yahi, Yvan Gastaut, Pierre Sintes and Azouz Begag. 

 

According to Escallier, he expression of “urban cosmopolitanism” refers to a 
complex urban system, open to the world and the universal, associating different 
community groups, also called ethnic groups, peoples, nations, according to the places 
and the terminology of the moment. The cosmopolitan city offers a differentiated social 
and cultural landscape, inducing a way of living the city and in the city. In the collective 
imagination, the cosmopolitan city, merchant interface and city of mixtures and encounters 
has been the subject of plural representations. Thus, the concept of urban 
cosmopolitanism evolves from the positive emphasizing the riches and flavors of 
differences, to the negative when the mixing of ethnic, linguistic or confessional groups is 
seen as a threat to the integrity of a “sacred” cultural fund. Yesterday, Western modernity 
by imposing the idea of Nation had weakened, even destroyed the foundations of the 
cosmopolitan city and the networks that traditionally placed it in a vast set of relationships, 
while structuring it. Today, globalization undermines the territorial control of the State and 
favors geographically restricted territories: metropolitan areas, new centers of 
convergence of populations. The socio-ethnic landscapes produced by the practice of 
new mobility tell the story of the reconfiguration of the model of the cosmopolitan city. 
The urban scale appears as a field of possibilities for a new citizenship or civility. Where 
states have failed, municipalities can succeed. 
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Robert Escallier offers us a reflection on the three ages of Mediterranean cosmopolitanism: 
 

a) The pre-modern model 

The Ottoman Empire installed three-quarters of the shores of the Mediterranean 
sheltered from upheavals of external origin. Traffic safety unified a huge market. The ease 
of movement of men and goods ensured the prosperity of commercial centers and the 
development of the economic system. The Mediterranean city, merchant port, commercial 
crossroads and administrative center, gave birth to a complex society and original forms 
of social organization. Products of a commercial activity exercised in an extended 
geographical framework, as a stopover, trading post, emporium, head of the network, the 
multi-ethnic character and the confessional diversity transmitted meaning and coherence 
even to the urban system. The multicultural and multilingual city demonstrated until after 
the First World War, and even later in Beirut and Sarajevo, that the cohabitation of several 
cultures did not lead to political instability, that the territory could be occupied, shared, 
even administered by and for different communities. 

Merchant cities living to the rhythm of the Mediterranean maintained relational 
networks that supported others: family, religious... By being part of the network, the 
Mediterranean city had a social reality and possessed a specific culture practicing "an art 
of living the city” reflected in the concept of urbanity. The men demonstrated a remarkable 
capacity for adaptation, in particular the Levantines, convincing intermediaries and 
mediators3. Ability to adapt that was demonstrated by all those who had their own 
aptitudes and skills: craftsmanship, ability to move “in the things of the sea”, familiarity with 
finance, ease and commercial experience. 

These dispositions transmitted from generation to generation gave to the city society, 
dynamism and initiative, know-how and ability to negotiate, flexibility and vigilance, so 
many features favorable to the preservation of a memory and a nostalgia buried deep 
within a secret Mediterranean that each resident carries within themselves. Community 
diversity reinforced, we witnessed the emergence of unexpected societies whose elites for 
a time demonstrated a remarkable capacity for politics and management of the City. 
Cosmopolitan cities, autonomous cities “whose various territories are federated by the 
adherence of the elites to the same civility” (C. Liauzu, 1996). Like no other city, Alexandria 
symbolized the Mediterranean cosmopolitanism of which R. Ilbert (1987) rightly wrote that 
“its vitality has long been due to the mixed origins of its population, its crises in exile”. No 
doubt also, the Alexandrian model carried the limits of Mediterranean cosmopolitanism – 
the exclusion of some of the city dwellers from the management of the city – harbingers of 
decline. 
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b) The second age of nation-states and the decline of cosmopolitanism 
 

Western modernity transformed and politicized the idea of Nation by giving it a 
voluntarist and programmatic character, that of the construction of the territorial State, 
bringing together men and women with the same characters and sharing the same values. 
In the Mediterranean basin, there were nations defined as empirical groups that were not 
necessarily associated with political and territorial projects, and whose membership 
criteria were not obvious to everyone. It took the forced and ideologized encounter 
between religion and language for the idea of belonging to the same political and 
territorial community to prevail, for what was still an ethno-cultural entity yesterday to claim 
a status of Nation-State. 

The cultural differences that were perceived up to now as a plus, now translate into a 
negative, as factors of confrontations within the framework of divergent political projects. 
The broken networks, interrupted by borders and state controls, the cosmopolitan city was 
drained economically and sociologically. Integrated into the Nation-State, in loss of 
autonomy, it gave way to the “nationalized” city. The idea of the incompatibility of cultures 
by imposing itself rejected the concept of Mediterraneanness. So, did the notion of 
cosmopolitanism make sense in hierarchical colonial societies where a foreign minority 
dominated politically, economically, socially and culturally, a majority of “natives”? The 
response of the nation-state was unequivocal. By calling for ethnic uniformity, the new 
political powers - throughout the Arab and Turkish world, as in Greece earlier or more 
recently in the former Yugoslavia - have weakened the old urbanities. Where economic 
choices favored autocentric development, the trend was better established there than 
elsewhere. 

The homogenization of settlement took place at the same time as population growth 
accelerated, driven by demographic and migratory transitions. Due to demographic 
differences alone, the weight of minorities (particularly Christians) diminished; this 
collapsed with the massive irruption of rural people into the city while emigration did the 
rest, encouraged by the new powers or caused by the deterioration of living and working 
conditions or by the darkening outlook throughout the Near and Middle East. 
The cosmopolitan culture, confronted with another logic imposed by the national ideology 
of withdrawal into the territory, did not resist. Its decline was noted as soon as new forms 
of tension and violence arose in the urban space, as N. Beyhum has clearly shown for 
Beirut. 

 
c) The city today and the rise of new cosmopolitanisms 
 

The era of nation-states is not over, but globalization has imposed new organizational 
logics that prevail over those that dominated two or three decades ago. By introducing 
another geographical reason, the new globalization establishes a new spatial order that 
articulates fewer national groups than “infra-national centers of accumulation and growth, 
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regions, cities, metropolises”. This new spatial order is that of the metropolitanisation of 
regional disparities in development, transport revolution, geopolitical upheavals, the 
amplitude of population movements has increased markedly and despite the obstacles 
placed on their routes, migrants have entered the richest areas of the world in greater 
numbers, particularly in the big cities, major nodes of the world-economy. In the 
“globalized” society, questions are heard concerning both the presence of populations 
belonging to different cultural areas and the ability of cities to know how to bring together 
actors who are not “from the same world”. Thus, is found posed, old story, the meaning of 
the relationship between city, otherness and urbanity. In this context, is it possible to find 
a sustainable point of balance between rejection of communitarianism and openness to 
otherness, between the necessary integration of new citizens and loyalty to an elsewhere? 
Is it possible to bring life to belonging to a collective while ensuring the transmission of 
differences? How to reconcile individualist aspiration which is expressed in particular 
through the promotion of the status of women, liberalization vis-à-vis the family and clan 
system, voluntary and accepted exit from the network, religion, democratic aspiration, and 
more or less attachment less constant and more or less symbolic to an original society? 
 
First round table: A moment: Changes in French society in the 1980s: The birth of the 
“Beurs” 

 
Azouz Begag speaking with Yvan Gastaut and Naïma Yahi 

During this round table, the three speakers discussed an important episode in the 
history of France, the March for equality and against racism in 1983, which saw the 
mediatic emergence of "Beurs", French youth of immigrant background who saturated the 
frameworks of French society and, in particular, the cities with the emergence of 
“banlieues”. 
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1. The mediatization of arabic immigration in France at the beginning of the 
1980s 

At a time when policies to reduce inequalities linked to origins have been developed 
over the last ten years in France and in a Europe whose main member countries claim the 
failure of multiculturalism, the human and social sciences have had little reference work in 
the field of media inequalities and their effects. Yet, for five decades marked by the 
acceleration of the production, dissemination and consumption of animated images, on 
the one hand, and by the recurrence of the "immigration issue", on the other, the social 
and political problems generated by this metamorphosis of French society have been 
omnipresent. If promoting "equal opportunities" has been a buzzword for a few years now 
(especially since the "Pale Screens" conference organized by the Conseil supérieur de 
l'audiovisuel in 2004 in Paris), these researchers have been forced to note that the wishful 
thinking that would consist in no longer noticing the flagrant nature of certain imbalances 
is not fully realized on the screens. Even if progress has been made in this area. From then 
on, the question of inequalities in representations becomes a major issue in a plural 
France. The choice of this team focused on one of the most common and hackneyed 
stereotypes: that of the "Arab", which has no value in itself except from the point of view 
of representations, fantasies and semantic short cuts. The figures of the "Arab" are 
multiple, confused and entangled since 1962 in France : « fellagha », « harki », « travailleur 
immigré », « Palestinien », « Maghrébin », « émir du pétrole », « musulman », « Beur », 
« épicier », « jeune de banlieue », « islamiste », « djihadiste », etc. If, on the one hand, 
diversity has long been lacking on the screen, on the other hand, when it comes to evoking 
"immigrants", the "Arab" most often appears in the front line. The inequality in the 
representation of "Arabs" - understood here as a form of naturalized discrimination on the 
screen - has its roots in different historical sequences. This media caricature and its impact 
on the national imagination are linked to other inequalities formalized elsewhere: in the 
world of work, in political life or in cultural circles. This question is justifiable for an analysis 
taking into account the following postulate: animated images produce forms of social link 
and are privileged tools for the observation of the evolution of the contemporary history 
of french society in its relationship to otherness with its turning points and its moments of 
rupture.  

2. National identity in question 

It is undeniable that many new and decisive elements emerged precisely in 1983, as 
we shall see. While the first historians of immigration, Ralph Schor, Janine Ponty and 
Gérard Noiriel, were working to complete their doctoral theses, while Fernand Braudel 
was questioning French identity and Pierre Nora was preparing to publish the first volume 
of his work on "places of memory", society was changing. It announces itself as 
multicultural and a part of the social body intends to assume it. However, the "question" of 
immigration already existed before, well before: the "Trente Glorieuses" were those of the 
arrival of many foreigners. The media evoked the subject, of course, through the welcome 
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they received, the relationship with their country of origin, racist acts, life in shantytowns, 
often very hard work and the consequences of the economic crisis. But never with the 
intensity of the year 1983, which inaugurated a new era of relations between the media 
and migration. 

Two years after the election of François Mitterrand to the presidency of the Republic 
and at the same time as the "turn of the tide", what happened to provoke the lasting media 
coverage of immigration? No doubt a combination of favorable factors proving that the 
time had come to make this subject a major concern. 

3. 1983: A mediatic turn? 

1983 was the year of the March for Equality and Against Racism. This event, which 
started anonymously in Marseille and ended in Paris in early December 1983 with the 
symbolic reception of the "marchers" at the Élysée Palace, appeared as a promise and 
provoked a movement of sympathy and jubilation for the "young people from immigrant 
backgrounds" nicknamed the "Beurs". Through some of these marchers, the French 
discovered the desire of "young people of immigrant origin" to become French and to 
integrate, unlike the previous generation, which was often oriented towards the country of 
origin. At the same time, immigration in 1983 still concerned the "immigrant workers" of 
the "first generation" invested in the hard conflicts of the automobile industry. 1983 was 
also the year of the media coverage of the "suburbs", through François Mitterrand's visit 
to the Minguettes neighborhood in Vénissieux near Lyon on August 10, 1983, but also a 
tragic news item that received a lot of media coverage: the death of little Toufik on July 9, 
1983 in La Courneuve. In 1983, the stigmatization of Islam began to take over the screens: 
this emergence is not without link with the brutal rise of the National Front, especially 
during the municipal elections in Dreux. This new political situation, which was described 
as a "fever pitch", has continued and intensified to the present day. With the success of the 
National Front (FN), now Rassemblement National (RN), a whole part of France, frightened 
and withdrawn, intends to say no to immigration, no to diversity. Ordinary racism is never 
far away, as shown by the sad affair of the Bordeaux-Vintimille train, which received a lot 
of media attention: on November 14, 1983, an Algerian man was defenestrated from a 
train after being attacked by a group of legionnaires. 

4. Azouz Begag: A testimony 

Azouz Begag, writer, author in 1986 of Gône du Chaaba evoking his life as a young 
child of Algerians in a shantytown of Lyon, tells the public about his journey that led him 
to the highest governmental functions during the presidency of Jacques Chirac. Under the 
government of Dominique de Villepin he has been promote « ministre délégué chargé de 
la promotion de l’égalité des chances » (2005-2007). He presented also his new book 
L’arbre ou la maison (2021) 
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Second roundtable: A place: The special case of Marseille, heritage and migrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Pierre Sintès speaking (left). Professor Sophie Gebeil speaking online with Yvan Gastaut 
and Naïma Yahi (right). 

Still moderated by Yvan Gastaut, this panel brought together Marseilles' actors in 
humanities and social sciences research on the city in relation to its immigrants, as well as 
associative actors and memory bearers. The ambition was to reflect on the way a city stages 
itself and how an image is made of it. Marseilles raises a great intensity of contrasting 
feelings yesterday as well as today which vary according to the times. Given this starting 
point, everyone contributed online or in the room. 

Céline Regnard approached the cosmopolitan history of Marseilles from her book 
"Marseille la violente" (Marseilles the Violent), the result of a doctoral thesis defended in 
2006, based on an investigation conducted in judicial sources. Regnard proposes a study 
of interpersonal violence (crimes and misdemeanors) in Marseilles society between 1851 
and 1914. During this half-century, Marseille was a city undergoing profound changes. 
Economic growth was sustained, mainly driven by trade and processing industries. 
Immigration, ever more intense, reinforced the cosmopolitanism of a population that 
tripled in about 60 years. Finally, the city expanded with industrialization, and gradually 
took on its current appearance, with 111 colorful neighborhoods. By combining a 
statistical approach with case studies, Céline Regnard raises the question of the social and 
cultural consequences of such growth. In doing so, she questions the links between 
industrialization, immigration, urbanization and violence. At a time when the issue of urban 
violence is more topical than ever and the debate on the civilization of morals is driving 
historiography, this book aims to contribute to reflections on the place of violence in 
contemporary societies through a dive into the daily life of Marseilles society. 

Pierre Sintès presents the project “MonuMed” aims at questioning the research on 
memory, monuments and their material traces and at engaging an analysis of the 
productions of culture. Such an objective, which refers to the meaning of symbolic forms, 
questions the (real) possibility of collective participation in a definition of belonging to 
places, communities and history. The collaboration between researchers and artists 
constitutes in this respect an instrument of destabilization allowing to revise the categories 
existing as well in the scientific world as those used by the "common sense". In Europe, 
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and more generally in the rest of the world, recent experiences still support the priority of 
the form, of the setting in space of the thought, of the links between art, archives of the 
memory and history. The research platform proposed by the MonuMed project aims on 
the contrary to invest the matter, which by definition is multiform; this approach implies 
the consideration of the role played by geopolitics, history and art history in the 
construction of artistic discourses. The interdisciplinary collaboration that we propose 
aims at conducting a fundamental work on the notions and categories of analysis, in order 
to create the conditions for a new approach to these processes. This is the reason why the 
classical formats of diffusion and valorization of the research will be accompanied by new 
restitutions, conceived from the artistic experience, and exchanges with the human and 
social sciences. 

According to Vincent Geisser, since the so-called "migrant crisis" of 2014 tensions 
have been growing on the migration issue between the central state and local 
governments, on the one hand, and conflicting issues within the local political field itself, 
on the other, giving rise to contradictory debates and multi-sectoral mobilizations, 
involving various coalitions of actors: elected officials, decentralized state administrations, 
local officials, national and municipal police, national media, local press, solidarity 
associations, humanitarian ngos, philosophical and religious groups, but also increasingly 
ordinary citizens challenged by the fate of migrants. In this sense, the "migratory passions" 
of the Marseilles public scene are only one illustration among others of the cleavages, the 
fractures but also the alliances, sometimes surprising that are being set up around the 
issue of the reception of migrants and refugees, and the treatment of the "survivors" of 
maritime tragedies. So, cities are thus in the front line when it comes to welcoming 
migrants or ensuring their integration. It is in the city that migrants look for housing, try to 
join relatives or acquaintances, try to find a job - often informal at the beginning - and 
access health care, education for their children and culture. It also represents the scale at 
which nationals and foreigners live together and exercise their rights and obligations on a 
daily basis: the city thus becomes the potential site of tensions, or, conversely, of 
coexistence and living together. Finally, cities are the decisive places where political 
competition and antagonisms between multiple components of administrative or judicial 
powers are expressed. Geisser insists on the topic of the cities: the personality of mayors 
plays a major role here. It is true that the process of personalization of local power is often 
criticized as a legacy of the Ancien Régime and as a manifestation of political clientelism 
that would harm local democracy. However, the perverse effects of this personalization 
must be qualified in the light of the new metropolitan and inter-municipal dynamics, which 
have caused mayors to lose a large part of their decision-making power in many areas of 
intervention, and in the light of the sometimes-beneficial effects, since the personality of a 
mayor is likely to encourage and embody policies of "change" in the eyes of recalcitrant 
voters. In this respect, the humanist and sometimes charismatic personality of certain 
European mayors has been at the origin of the implementation of unprecedented local 
experiments in the field of migrant reception. The prestige of the mayor's office has played 
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a key role in getting certain hesitant local elected officials and residents who are hostile to 
the presence of refugees to accept them. The example that immediately comes to mind is 
that of Leoluca Orlando, mayor of Palermo in Sicily, a member of the Rivoluzione civile 
party (center-left), who has been re-elected several times despite criticism from part of the 
electorate, pressure from the local mafia and hostility from the central government, and 
who has become the symbol of European municipal humanism on the issue of migrants. 

After these scientific considerations on the city of Marseille, Yvan Gastaut gives the 
floor to a very important associative structure in the city for two decades, it is Ancrage and 
its director Samia Chabani. Created in 2000, the association Ancrages militates to include 
the history of migration in the national heritage. The history and memories of immigration 
concern the whole city. There are many initiatives aimed at "collecting" the memories of 
immigration, but the experience of migration is rarely transmitted explicitly in the family, 
school and professional contexts. This question is at the heart of the issues of popular 
education and heritage education because it refers to the question of living together. All 
of Ancrages' actions are driven by the fight against discrimination, particularly the fight 
against racism, sexism and territorial segregation. Ancrages relies on its documentary 
resources and the skills of its staff to ensure a training and mediation role on migration 
issues. Disseminate documentary resources on the theme of migration in the southern 
region: 

 To promote immigration as a major process in the history of settlement in the South. 
 To sensitize to the pedagogical approach of the migratory fact. 
 To transmit the memory of the immigrant populations in a patrimonial, artistic and 

cultural approach. 
 To qualify the actors of the territory and to animate the reflection on what makes 

heritage. 

Accompany the transition from collective memories to scientific and heritage 
production. The actions of the Ancrages Resource Center are organized around three 
transversal and complementary poles: The documentation center, the archive 
preservation center and the project support center. Ancrages develops training programs 
for adults in line with the principle of lifelong learning in a dynamic of qualification and 
mutualization of knowledge and actors. These programs are divided into two 
complementary fields: training for professionals, volunteers and civic service volunteers 
and language training for newcomers to France. Ancrages promote also heritage walks, 
educational workshops, traveling exhibitions and history cafés. These cultural mediation 
activities help to promote the "blind spots" of history and sociology. They are aimed at all 
audiences. They are organized around national and local public events (JEP, Secularism 
Day, Education against Racism and Anti-Semitism week, etc.). 

To conclude this rich round table Sophie Gebeil, historian of the web and specialist 
of the memories of the immigrations on Internet (and in particular those of the Algerian 
War), presented the various projects which she pilots concerning Marseilles such as Mars 
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Impérium on Marseilles colonial city, project of pastille videos produced by the University 
of Aix-Marseille for a general public. Then Marie-Aude Salomon presented the MIMED 
group to which all the speakers belong. Multidisciplinary and translaboratory, this group 
is interested in members of the panels, they will be welcome if they manifest themselves. 

Third round table: The importance of stereotypes in the relationship with migrants, 
for an historical and civic approach 

For this last round table of the panel, it is a question of presenting an experiment in 
2022-23-24 attempted by the National Museum of the History of Immigration in Paris, 
through Agnès Arquez Roth and Piero Galloro, which is launching exchange workshops 
throughout the mediterranean basin and an mobile exhibition on stereotypes in order to 
prevent discrimination. 

To produce a mobile exhibition on the theme of the factory of prejudices and 
stereotypes which does not stop at an analysis of the Hexagon alone but widens its analysis 
to other continents. With the ambition, rather than to envisage an illusory eradication, of 
tools of watchfulness, of vigilance so that collectively and individually it is possible to 
become aware of the stereotypes and prejudices which are part of us. The mobile 
exhibition, which can be used in training sessions or during events, is intended to be as 
pedagogical as possible with the possibility of adaptation and variability. It would include 
a general dimension explaining the mechanism of prejudice and stereotype and would be 
very synthetic. We are aware of the depth of the works in particular in social psychology in 
this field but the ambition here is to put forward the fact that our past and present societies 
function on a basis of prejudices which could, in certain cases, lead to serious drifts. To 
speak about a "world of prejudices" will have for will to show that the received ideas are a 
general fact of the human being and that they are declined through various scales and 
intensify at various moments of the history, appearing according to the contexts, 
disappearing sometimes, being transformed or reversing also.  

A second part would put forward the question of otherness. The prejudice functions 
in a privileged way when it is question of relation to the Other and in particular in 
intercultural matter. By showing all the ranges of intensity: from the simple glance to the 
genocide. In this respect, the choice of socio-history is a choice of the MNHI which focuses 
on the public and collective dimension of prejudice (without ever neglecting the rest and 
in particular the psychological dimension). 

A third part, in part possibly adaptable, will deal with case studies through two types 
of case studies: situations that have an exemplary function and are capable of being 
analyzed everywhere, and more specific situations with a deliberate choice of the curators 
in the case where the exhibition would be proposed as it is (taking care not to confine itself 
to a particular history or geographical area: it is necessary to choose the great diversity of 
the phenomenon. With localized stereotypes and others shared by the greatest number.  
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Professor Piero Galloro speaking 

 
On the whole, the aim is to show : 

 The weight of prejudices, their fundamental importance in the evolution of 
societies, often in the field of discrimination 

 The carrier of prejudice can become in his turn victim of prejudice 
 To show that the stereotypes do not have necessarily a link with the distance or the 

strong exoticism: a prejudice can touch a neighbor of stage or a 
village/neighborhood of opposite 

 The link between prejudice/rumor/fake news and the role of the media without 
being in any case accused. On the contrary, since some programs like Arrêt sur 
image or on the LCP channel, the idea that the media work the question and 
question themselves. A way not to unload on the media. 

 The devastating side of prejudices, sometimes blinding the most informed and 
showing the versatile dimension of the phenomenon 

 To show that a society is not carrying only one but several prejudices whose capacity 
of adaptation and reformulation is astonishing. 

 The drivers of prejudice: an image, a word, a text... in places: the café du commerce, 
televised debates, cultural products such as advertising... 
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IV. Concluding remarks: Final recommendations 
 

1. Defend in politics the cosmopolitan dimension of the Mediterranean cities 
 

The cosmopolitanism of Mediterranean cities is not of the same nature. Listening to 
the geographer Robert Escallier, we understand the importance of studying the 
Mediterranean urban space in its plurality. The current evolution of cosmopolitism’s 
conception allows us to resituate the Mediterranean city’s evolution, its organizational 
methods of the qualifying’s sites, and a landscape renewal in a long time. The hypothesis 
which has been hold back is the existence of Mediterranean cosmopolitism’s several 
period witness of the successive urban orders. The State-nation’s logical had broken the 
frail stability of networks assuring the interface between the Ottoman Empire and the 
European imperialisms. The State’s weakness giving effect of new spatial order, the 
metropolisation, we think that a new temporality is coming with the emergence of a new 
cosmopolitism urban model in the Mediterranean. 
 

2. This history of cosmopolitanism in the Mediterranean area forces us to 
question the past of each city but also the way in which the city stages diversity 

 
The use of the past is an essential element to present the diversity of cities in the 

Mediterranean. Highlighting the periods of tolerance and intolerance is essential in order 
to envisage the future. Without idealizing them, certain periods in the history of the 
Mediterranean basin can be examples of plural management of populations. A sea of 
imperialism and colonization, a sea of confrontations and piracy, it is also on its shores that 
the most beautiful pages of living together have been written. Drawing inspiration for 
political management from Greek cities in antiquity, drawing inspiration from the scientific 
and poetic writings of the Muslim urban civilization of the Middle Ages, reflecting on the 
Ottoman management of cities are all ways of thinking about the future of Mediterranean 
cities. 

3. Therefore, the question of representations and imaginaries appears essential 
to reflect on the governance of cities 

 
The importance of immigration representations has been highlighted in this 

workshop. What is a migrant? Who is affected by this phenomenon? What meaning should 
be given to mobility in the Mediterranean area and to what extent is the north shore/south 
shore paradigm still relevant? The work shop clearly showed that images and stereotypes 
play an important part in the political decision-making process. 

The politicians who administer cities are, just as much as ordinary citizens, marked by 
the weight of prejudice and media discourse. In France in particular, several studies have 
shown how perverse this mechanism is. To give an example: the strategy of any political 
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figure going to Nice to go and have their picture taken at the border to clearly show that 
they are attentive to the monitoring of migratory illegal movement. 
 

4. In France, the importance of the memory of colonization/decolonization must 
be underlined. From the French case of emergence, particularly in “Beur” 
cities, we insist on the need to study the place these young people occupy in 
different countries. 

 
We recommend studying what place is given to the descendants of migrations in 

Mediterranean cities. What a place in a political, social and cultural dimension. From the 
French case of the "Beurs" these children of migrants of the "first generation", it seems 
essential to compare with other countries or cities. How do we view these figures of 
diversity and the in-between? The idea is to consider those who have multiple origins, as 
important resources, capable of crossing affiliations. And thus, breaking the image of non-
integration which remains strong. It is necessary to fight against the myth of pure identities 
which continues to preside over the minds of certain Mediterranean city leaders. Each 
country, but also each city, is inhabited by populations who carry within them migration. 
These populations are sometimes migrants themselves but also their descendants who 
inherit this quality for better or for worse. We propose that each team of the EuroMedMig 
project examine these questions with a view to comparing. It is therefore necessary to rely 
on the bearers of diversity to envisage the future at the level of municipal policies. This 
applies to each country: who are our "others" historically constructed. In this French 
workshop we have chosen to study the rich contribution of the "Beurs" to the French 
debate. Azouz Begag, writer, who became a politician and minister in 2004 who was 
among us is an exceptional witness to this story. With him we reflected on the complicated 
history of France with generations from North African immigration. 
 

5. In the French case, the 1980s are decisive: society is questioning its identity 
and in particular the identity of these French people of immigrant origin. We 
recommend making a history of these emergences. 

 
The weight of the colonial past is an essential element of the management of 

diversity. The workshop showed the importance of the postcolonial paradigm to fully 
understand the challenges of policies based on diversity. Like other countries, the colonial 
past affects society in depth. After a period of taboos, in the 80s, the memory of 
colonization and in particular of the war in Algeria became a political and societal matter. 
We have thus chosen to reflect on the emergence of the debate on plural France, which 
also concerns cities. With Alec Hargreaves and Naïma Yahi who specifically studied the 
cultural approaches of this period, we recommend that our partners also identify revealing 
moments of intercultural issues in the countries or cities they are studying. 
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6. Based on the example of the French Mediterranean coast, the discussion 
focused on the city of Marseille in its relationship to migration. We have noted 
the importance of municipal public policies in terms of staging the heritage of 
immigration. Memory is a political issue even before being cultural. 

 
The links between the University of Nice and that of Marseille are excellent for 

questioning the cosmopolitan dimension of the PACA-southern France region with three 
major cities: Nice Marseille but also Toulon. For this workshop, we have chosen to propose 
a reflection on the case of Marseille, an essential city by its singularity. With the important 
work of Emile Temime, a first generation of historians became interested in the question 
of migrations. For a long time, Marseille is much studied by researchers, much staged by 
exhibitions, books or media reports. The city has a famous reputation: to be the "gateway 
to the Orient". The city is treated separately in the national space, as much in a political 
dimension as in a social and cultural one. It undergoes contrasting representations, leaving 
no one indifferent. With the city's best specialists such as Vincent Geisser, Pierre Sintès, 
Céline Regnard or Sophie Gebeil, we were able to better understand the mechanisms that 
work to characterize Marseille as "cosmopolitan" for better and for worse. Through its 
monuments, its buildings, the story of the history of certain districts, the port dimension, 
Marseille is a city that puts intercultural relations in the foreground. We offer our partners 
a synthesis of work in history, sociology, geography and political and media science on 
the city. 

 
7. The cosmopolitan dimension of Marseille is as much a challenge for the future 

as a challenge for heritage. The ambition would be to work on the comparative 
dimension. 

 
With Samia Chabani and her association, Ancrages, established twenty years ago, we 

have an example of good practice in the use of the history and memory of immigration in 
Marseille in order to envisage better municipal management of populations: heritage 
walks, interventions in the districts, knowledge brought to the elected officials and to the 
populations, this work, at the interface between research and political action is exemplary. 
Samia presented the main lines to us. 

 
8. The political tensions that come from neighborhoods such as the northern 

districts of Marseille can be considered less intense than in other non-
Mediterranean French cities.  

For example, during the 1998 World Cup, during an England-Tunisia match, 
Marseillais from the neighborhoods were fully committed to the Tunisians, to the point of 
creating incidents. The idea is that if the Mediterranean identity of a city is felt even in the 
peripheral urban areas, it can make it possible to defuse tensions in the name of a common 
"we" based on the city, as in Marseille, "Fier d'être Marseillais" above all, and on positive 
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representations of a way of living together throughout the basin, of which the cities, 
looking at each other, would be the carriers. 

9. The weight of prejudices and stereotypes is important in the urban 
management of immigration. With the National Museum of the History of 
Immigration, we are setting up workshops for municipal officials to reflect on 
perceived ideas about migration. Becoming aware of your own stereotypes is 
as important as identifying collective stereotypes. 
 

The workshop presented various ongoing projects, pure research projects, but also 
research projects applied to actions in cities for citizens. This is the case of the project for 
a reflection workshop on stereotypes proposed by the National Museum of the History of 
Immigration in Paris. Agnès Arquez Roth, one of its managers, presented this project that 
she is leading and which plans to involve researchers (Piero Galloro and Yvan Gastaut) 
around a traveling exhibition aimed at deconstructing prejudices. In a playful and sensitive 
way, it is a question of awakening or reawakening consciences with dynamic and festive 
exchanges. We wish to share this project within EuroMedMig in order to propose setting 
up these workshops with each of the partners in their close environment (universities or 
civil society). Each time the workshop will adapt to the local situation. 
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VI. National Workshop Program 
 

Date: 7 March 2022 
Time: 15h00-18h00 (Paris) 
Place: Hybrid format: MSHS-Nice and Zoom 
Moderator: Yvan Gastaut, Lecturer in History at Université Côte d’Azur Nice, URMIS, 
researcher and member of GRITIM-UPF’s Steering Committee 

Timetable 

15h –15h15 Welcome 

 Ricard Zapata-Barrero, GRITIM-UPF and Jean Monnet EuroMedMig Coordinator 
 Yvan Gastaut, Lecturer in History at Université Côte d’Azur Nice, URMIS 
 researcher and member of GRITIM-UPF’s Steering Committee 

15h15 – 15h30 Cities and cosmopolitism in Méditerranean area, geographical 
approach 

 Robert Escallier, Geographer at Université Côte d’Azur Nice 

15h30 –16h30 First round table: A moment: Changes in French society in the 80’s: the 
birth of “Beurs” 

 Alec Hargreaves, Professor at Florida State University 
 Azouz Begag, Writer, sociologist and former minister 
 Naïma Yahi, Historian at URMIS 

16h30 – 17h30 Second round table: A place: The special case of Marseille, heritage 
and migrations 

 Céline Régnard, Lecturer in Contemporary History at Aix-Marseille University 
 Samia Chabani, Co-founder of Association Ancrages 
 Vincent Geisser, Professor at Aix-Marseille University 
 Pierre Sintès, Specialist in Social and Political Geography at Aix-Marseille University 
 Sophie Gebeil, Lecturer in Heritage of October 1961at University of Aix-Marseille 

17h30 – 18h Third round table: The importance of stereotypes in the relationship with 
migrants, for an historical and civic approach 

 Piero Galloro, University of Lorraine Metz 
 Agnès Arquez-Roth, Musée National de l’Histoire de l’Immigration  
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VII. List of Experts (in alphabetical order) 

 Agnès Arquez-Roth, Associate Director at the French Institute of Musée National 
de l’Histoire de l’Immigration, France 

 Azouz Begag Writer, sociologist and former government minister, France 
 Samia Chabani, Director of Association Ancrages, Marseille, France 
 Robert Escallier, Geographer Côte d’Azur University, Nice, France 
 Piero Galloro, Professor in Sociology at University of Lorraine Metz, France 
 Yvan Gastaut, Lecturer in History Côte d’Azur Université, Nice, URMIS researcher 

and member of GRITIM-UPF’s Steering Committee, France 
 Sophie Gebeil, Lecturer in Heritage of October 1961 at University of Aix-Marseille 
 Vincent Geisser, Maison Méditerranéenne des Sciences de l’Homme Aix-

Marseille University, France 
 Alec Hargreaves, Professor of French at Florida State University, US 
 Céline Régnard, Lecturer in Contemporary History at Aix-Marseille University 
 Pierre Sintès, Aix-Marseille University, France 
 Naïma Yahi, Historian at URMIS, France 
 Ricard Zapata-Barrero, GRITIM-UPF and Jean Monnet EuroMedMig Coordinator, 

France 
 

Speakers’ biographies in alphabetical order 

Agnès Arquez-Roth is director of the "Network and Partnership" 
department of the National Museum of the History of Immigration in 
Paris, created in 2007. She networks territories and actors from local 
to international on the cultures of immigration, the fight against 
prejudice and racism. 

 

Azouz Begag is a writer, sociologist and former government minister. 
Born in Lyon to Algerian immigrant parents, he grew up in a 
shantytown and recounted his experience there together with the 
opportunities that he discovered at school in his best-selling first 
novel, Le Gone du Chaâba, published by Seuil in 1986. As a 
researcher with the CNRS, he has published numerous studies and 
essays on mobility, identity, the banlieues and French politics. From 

2005 to 2007 he was Minister for the Promotion of Equal Opportunities in the government 
of Dominique Villepin. He is also a screenwriter for television and cinema. Azouz Begag’s 
most recent novel is L'Arbre et la Maison (published by Julliard in 2021), which takes place 
between France and Algeria.  
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Samia Chabani is a Sociologist by training. Her first research focused on 
gender and immigration. She is a co-founder of the ANCRAGES 
association, created in 2000, which runs the center for resources and 
promotion of migratory history and local social history. Combining 
heritage issues with those of transmission and citizenship constitutes the 
backbone of her commitment, in line with the work the Friburg 
Declaration, the Faro Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for 
Society and the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, 

which posits the right to cultural heritage as structuring element, in line with human rights. 

Robert Escallier is Professor of Social Geography at the university of 
Côte d'Azur. He worked on Arab cities, particularly in Morocco, 
publishing a thesis on the urban population in Morocco and in 1984, 
Citadins et spaces urbains au Maroc and was interested in 
cosmopolitanism in Mediterranean cities. He was a member of the 
URBAMA group (Center for Studies and Research on the Urbanization 
of the Arab World) at the university of Tours, between 1977 and 2004. 

Piero Galloro is a Doctor in History and Professor in Sociology at the 
University of Lorraine-Metz. Specialized in the history and sociology of 
immigration, he works on the analysis of discourse, questions of 
discrimination, representations and social violence. He coordinates 
research on social (dis)invisibilities, violent radicalization and the socio-
historical construction of the relationship to the Other. Author and 

director of books on Conflictualities, representations and media coverage of violence and 
radicalization (2019), History and Memoirs of Immigration (2014), The exile of South 
Americans in French-speaking Europe (2011), The non-places of the memory of 
immigration in Lorraine (2015), he directs the sociology department of the University of 
Lorraine-Metz and various training courses on religions, secularism and social inclusion 
and the fight against violent radicalization. 

Yvan Gastaut is involved in the Jean Monnet Network as representative 
of the URMIS (France). Lecturer in History, University of Côte d’Azur, 
Nice. He works in the laboratory URMIS, The Migrations and Society 
Research Unit, based in Nice and also in Paris VII. He is a member of the 
National Museum of History of Immigration in Paris Advirosy Committee 
and also fellow in the French Institute of Migration Convergences, Paris. 
His main line of research is the issue of migration in the Mediterranean 
area between the 19th and the 21st century. In particular, Yvan Gastaut 

is interested in questions of representation imaginaries, sport, identity, stereotypes that 
flow between the two Mediterranean shores, racism vs antiracism, public opinion and 
memory conflicts. He was the director of a program of de Agence Nationale de la 
Recherche in France "Ecrans et Inégalité" (ECRIN 2013-17) about the image of 
"Arabic" people in TV, cinema and internet (1962-2001).  He is teaching a Master in 
Migration in Nice and CIFE formation (Nice-Tunis-Istanbul) as well as Master in Migration 
(ORMES) in Agadir University. Yvan Gastaut has 25 years of experience on the issue of 
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representation of migration. Mediterranean has been taken as space of reference in his 
researches. 

Sophie Gebeil, specialist of history, is dedicated to the way in which 
memorial and historical stories have been put online since the 
democratization of the Web in the 2000s. Defended in December 
2015, her thesis focused on making memories of immigration visible 
Maghreb on the French Web from 1999 to 2014. It was then the first 
history doctorate based on the web archives of the National 
Audiovisual Institute and the National Library of France. As a Web 

historian, her work is also part of the field of information and communication sciences. She 
is involved in the training of future teachers, particularly in the context of media and 
information education, as well as digital education at the National Higher Institute of 
Teaching and Education. 

Vincent Geisser is a political scientist and sociologist, researcher at 
the CNRS, he has worked on political elites from North African 
immigration in France as well as on Tunisian political life and 
Islamophobia in France. Member of IREMAM (Research Institute on 
the Arab and Muslim World) within Aix-Marseille University, he chairs 
the CIEMI (Centre for Information and Studies on International 
Migrations) in Paris. 

Alec G. Hargreaves is Professor Emeritus of Transcultural French 
Studies at Florida State University, where he directed the Winthrop-
King Institute for Contemporary French and Francophone Studies 
from 2001 to 2012. A specialist on political, cultural and media aspects 
of post-colonial minorities in France, he is the author and editor of 
numerous publications including Voices from the North African 
Immigrant Community in France: Immigration and Identity in Beur 
Fiction (Oxford/New York: Berg, 1991; 2nd edition 1997), Post-

Colonial Cultures in France (London/New York: Routledge: 1997), co-edited with Mark 
McKinney, and Multi-Ethnic France: Immigration, Politics, Culture and 
Society (London/New York : Routledge, 2007).   

Céline Regnard has been a lecturer in contemporary history at Aix-
Marseille University since 2007, researcher at the TELEMME Mixed 
Research Unit (CNRS-Aix-Marseille University) and member of the 
scientific committee of the Regional Observatory of Delinquency and 
Contexts Social led by Laurent Mucchielli at the Mediterranean House 
of Human Sciences. Her research focuses on the history of Marseille in 
particular on violence, immigration and the police. She published in 
2009 Marseille la violente, criminality industrialization and society 

1851-1914 and in 2013 with Stéphane Mourlane Les Batailles de Marseille. Immigration, 
violence, 19th-20th century conflicts and Italian footprints: Marseille and its region.  
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 Pierre Sintès is an HDR lecturer at the University of Aix-Marseille and 
UMR 7303 Telemme. A specialist in social and political geography, his 
work focuses on the contemporary transformations of Mediterranean 
and Balkan societies. A specialist in political and cultural geography, his 
work focuses on the daily lives of marginal or subordinate groups 
(international migrants, linguistic or religious minorities and diasporas) 
in the Balkans and the Mediterranean. Initially oriented on the paths and 

experiences of international migrants, his research has turned in recent years to the 
identity dynamics of transnational groups (minority and diasporic memories in Greece) 
and the effects of cultural policies at work in the Balkans. (heritage policies or cross-border 
cooperation under the impetus of the European Union in particular). A specialist in political 
and cultural geography, his work focuses on the daily lives of marginal or subordinate 
groups (international migrants, linguistic or religious minorities and diasporas) in the 
Balkans and the Mediterranean. Initially oriented on the paths and experiences of 
international migrants, his research has turned in recent years to the identity dynamics of 
transnational groups (minority and diasporic memories in Greece) and the effects of 
cultural policies at work in the Balkans. (heritage policies or cross-border cooperation 
under the impetus of the European Union in particular). 

 Naïma Yahi is a historian, a researcher associated with the Migrations 
and Society Research Unit (URMIS) of the University of Côte d’Azur, a 
specialist in the cultural history of North Africans in France and director 
of the Pangée Network association. Author of shows and documentaries, 
she co-wrote the musical Barbès café (Cabaret Sauvage, 2011). 
Documentarist, she proposed the film La Mélodie de l’Exil (France Ô, 
2011) and the film Marchons, marchons… (Public Sénat, 2013). She is co-
curator of the exhibition “Douce France” about the life of the famous 

artist Rachid Taha that take place in CNAM (Centre National des Arts et Métiers) in Paris. 
 

 Ricard Zapata-Barrero is a Full Professor at the Department of Political 
and Social Sciences, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona, Catalonia, 
Spain). Director of GRITIM-UPF (Interdisciplinary Research Group on 
Immigration) and the Master Program in Migration Studies. He is also 
member of the Board of Directors the European Network IMISCOE 
(International Migration and Social Cohesion in Europe) and Chair its 
External Affairs Committee. Coordinator of EuroMedMig and 
of EUMedMi Jean Monnet Network. His lines of research deal with 

contemporary issues of liberal democracy in contexts of diversity, especially the 
relationship between democracy, citizenship, and immigration. He is currently working on 
Interculturalism as a policy paradigm for diversity policies, Mediterranean Migration, 
Urban Migration Governance.  For publications see 
website: https://www.upf.edu/web/ricard-zapata/. 


