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This nearly rectangular light brown papyrus is badly damaged along the lines of folding. 
There are many lacunas large and small augmented by holes produced by worms nearly 
everywhere in this not so large piece of papyrus. The right side is far better preserved than the 
left. The text is much abraded, though the ink, where it is preserved is bold. The margins are 
as follows: upper about 0.8 cm; lower 2.8, up to 1.2 cm at left, whereas on the right the 
writing stretches to the very edge. About 4.5 cm from the left margin remnants of a kollesis 
are visible. The manuscript was written by two rather skilled cursive hands, of which the first 
runs up to approximately the middle of line five. The papyrus was folded several times 
vertically. No horizontal folds are traceable. The text is written along the fibers (→). The 
other side (↓) is blank.  
Pabetas(?) the son of Hermes, the name of his provenance was only partly preserved, thirty-
two years of age, sells a mouse colored (?) donkey to the son of Onesimos (the name of the 
purchaser did not survive) twenty years old for forty silver drachmas. Both vendor and 
purchaser (?) are identified probably by scars they suffered on one of their fingers. The deal 
was concluded at the market place of Alexandrou Nesos probably in the fourteenth year of 
Septimius Severus (205/206 CE).   
As argued in P.Berl.Cohen 9, P.Berol. inv. 25141 is one of a group of seven instances that 
can be regarded as a special variety among animal sale documents. For the differences 
between this group and other animal sale contracts see Kränzlein (1990) 75-76. Only four 
items on this list1 deal with donkeys. In two of the other three the kind of animal sold is lost. 
The seventh probably deals with the sale of an ox (?). All seven transactions were concluded 
in the Arsinoite Nome: three at Arsinoiton polis, three at Alexandrou Nesos and one at 
Kerkesoucha.  
Claytor’s observation (2015) 204 and n. 28, suggesting that from around the end of the 
second century CE a new style of animal sale contracts not unique to Kerkesoucha came into 
use, supports the uniqueness of this group. He refers to P.Berl.Cohen 9 as an example. 
P.Berol. inv. 25141 is another instance of this sort.        
The following features gather these seven documents into one group. All of them are very 
short documents. They contain fewer details regarding the purchaser and the animal 
bargained. Several sections found in other animal sale contracts are entirely omitted in this 
variety of texts, namely, the ἀναπόριφος and the βεβαίωσις sections.  
                                                
* I would like to thank the late Dr. W. Brashear for allowing me to use the preliminary transcription which he 
made for this papyrus. Many thanks are also due to F. Reiter, former curator of the Greek and Latin department 
of the papyrus collection of the Ägyptisches Museum und Papyrussammlung, Berlin, for reading this edition 
and offering many valuable comments. Marius Gerhardt, the present curator, too read this edition and made 
important suggestions. He also permitted the publication of this papyrus here. I thank him heartily for his 
benevolence. All other errors are solely mine.   
1 For the list see P.Berl.Cohen p. 60-61. The price of no. 1 on the list was convincingly corrected from 209 to 
240 drachmae by Salomons / Worp (2010) 287.  
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It seems quite established that a central animal trade market was located at the village of 
Alexandrou Nesos. This is to be inferred from the statements and text discussion advanced by 
Jördens.2 To the documents Jördens cites another two can now be added, (P.Berl.Cohen 9 and 
P.Berol. inv. 25141), which further strengthen the supposition regarding the importance of 
this village in the field of animal trading in the united Polemon and Themistos division of the 
Arsinoite Nome. See the Fayum Project regarding this village. The GEO ID of Alexandrou 
Nesos is 105.  
Moreover, the two hands inscribing P.Berol. inv. 25141 (mentioned above) prove that such 
documents for business transactions were prepared in advance. This may indicate, that during 
the daily busy market hours such forms had to be handy, meaning prepared beforehand, with 
only the relevant information regarding the specific transaction to be filled in.3 A somewhat 
different procedure might involve a document being partly prepared beforehand (as described 
above), only this time it would be completed during the business hours by the same person, 
who had written the commencing part earlier. In such a case there could have been some 
difference between the scripts of the two parts. This, however, may be accounted for 
indicating the fact that both parts of the manuscript were not inscribed together on the spot.4 
For the intensive trade of donkeys in Roman Egypt see Adams (2007) 105; 98 for 
Alexandrou Nesos.5  
 
P.Berol. inv. no.  25141  9.4 x 13.8 cm   August 21, 206(?) CE 
Alexandrou Nesos                                                                      
 
1  ἔτo[υς] ιδ Λουκίου Σεπτιµίου Σεουήρου Εὐσεβοῦς 
  Περ[τίν]ακος καὶ Μάρκου [A]ὐρηλί[ο]υ [Ἀ]ντωνίνου 

Eὐσ[εβο]ῦ[ς] Σεβ̣̣α̣cτῶ[ν] κ[αὶ] Πουβλίου Σεπτιµίου 
Γέτα [Κα]ίcαρος Σεβαc [τ]οῦ Μεσορὴ κη ἐν ἀγορᾷ 

5  Ἀλε[ξάν]δρου Νήσου π[έ]πρακεν (M2) Παβ[ε]τᾶς Ἑρµοῦ 
µη(τρὸς) [Ἡρ]ακ[λ(είας)] ἀπὸ κ[ώ]µ [(ης) ±2].oυ......ι̣δο(ς) ὡ(ς) (ἐτῶν) λβ 
οὐ[λ(ὴ) δακτ]ύλ[ῳ ± 5].[±3].[±3]......[± 2]ρ Ὀνησί(µου) ὡς (ἐτῶν) κ οὐλ(ὴ) 
..[±4]ακ.[±2]λω [±5]τι[±3]ρο[±3]………θµ…ου ὄνο(ν) 
µ [υόχ]ρ[ου]ν [ἀ]ργυρί[ο]υ δραχ[µ]ῶν τεσσεράκοντα (γίνονται) (δραχµαί) µ  

10  Traces  

1 Pap. σεούηρού;   6 Pap. µη;   κ[̣ω]µ ̣;   L;   7 Pap. ο̣υ¯;   L;   ουλ¯;   8 Pap. ονο;   9 Pap. µ[̣υοχ]ρ̣̣[ου]ν;   Pap. /; 
 = (δραχµαί)    

«Year fourteen, Mesore 28, of Lucius Septimius Severus Pius Pertinax and Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Pius, 
Augusti, and Publius Septimius Geta Caesar, Augustus, in the marketplace at Alexandrou Nesos (2nd Hand) 
Pabetas(?), son of Hermes, his mother being Heraklea(?) from the village of … about thirty-two years old with a 
scar on his … finger (?) sold (to) NN the son of Onesimos about twenty years old with a scar … on his … 
finger(?) … a mouse colored(?) donkey for forty silver drachmas, total 40.»  

 

                                                
2 See Jördens (1995) 50. See also Litinas (1997) 602.  
3 For another instance of the same procedure at Alexandrou Nesos see BGU XIII 2336 introduction. 
P.Berl.Cohen 8 shows similar office work at Kerkesoucha, another central market for animal trade in the 
Arsinoite Nome, the Herkleides division. See also Kränzlein (1990) 76. 
4  I owe this observation to the anonymous reader of my edition, to whom I stand deeply thankful. 
5 An updated list of donkey sales (contracts and others) was published by N. Litinas. See the following:     
http://www.uni-koeln.de/phil-fak/ifa/zpe/downloads/1999/124pdf/124195.pdf 
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Commentaries 
 
1. ἔτo[υς] ιδ: The remnant of the character preceding the delta cannot be combined with the 
word ἔτo[υc] being inscribed too far from it. Bearing in mind that Septimius Severus ruled 
the Roman Empire for eighteen years (193-211 CE), this stroke cannot be resolved as 
anything but an iota, which together with the following delta indicates the fourteenth year of 
Severus' reign. This regnal year is well attested in Bureth (1964) 99. 
Σεουήρου: The text reads: σεούηρού. These two strokes may be thus accounted for. The first 
is probably the top of an elongated diagonal stroke in the first upsilon. The second might be 
stray ink. See plate. 
4. Μεσορὴ κη: In all the parallel documents listed on chart 1 (P.Berl.Cohen 9, p. 60) the 
name of the month and the number of the day are inscribed right before ἐν ἀγορᾷ. Since the 
only name of a month on the Egyptian calendar ending with an eta is Μεcορή, this seems 
quite a safe choice for the month in P.Berl. inv. 25141. It seems that the trade of donkeys was 
not restricted to any special season of a given year, but was active the whole year through. 
The following list indicates that the differences among the months in which the transactions 
took place are rather small. According to the evidence as it stands, meager though it is, out of 
the 93 extant donkey sale references (see Litinas list supra n. 5) concluded during the II 
century and up to the fall of the Severan dynasty (235 CE) in only 71 texts do the dates 
record the months in which the transactions were conducted. The list follows: Thoth: 9 
transactions; Mesore, Pauni, Pharmouthi, Phaophi: 7; Pachon and Phamenoth: 6; Mecheir,  
Hathyr and Choiak: 5. The rest have four or less each.  
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ἐν ἀγορᾷ: For the use of the word ἀγορά in animal sale contracts see Litinas (1997) 601-606. 
See Claytor (2015) 205 n. 36 for the activity at the agora of Alexandrou Nesos.  
5. Παβ[ε]τᾶς: A plausible completion of the vendor’s name, which is quite fragmentary here. 
Though Παβετᾶς is not a common name, it is still attested several times in the Arsinoite 
nome. See e.g. BGU VII 1718. l. 5, an ostracon from Philadelphia (third cent. CE) and WL 
s.v.  
6. [Ἡρ]ακ[λ(είας)]: A possible suggestion for the mother's name might be Ἡρακλεία, a rather 
common female name in Roman Egypt. See NB and Foraboschi (1966) s.v. This word is 
abbreviated in most cases as a toponym but at times also as a woman’s name. See e.g. BGU 
III 755. l. 5 (118 CE); SB XVI 12792. l. 5 (164 CE).   
ἀπὸ κ[ώ]µ [(ης): The horizontal stroke in the interlinear space between the two lacunas 
following the kappa was apparently inscribed over the now partly lost mu probably indicating 
the abbreviation of κώµ(ης). The word κώµης combined with ἀπό was mostly written in full. 
At times, however, it was abbreviated in several manners. E.g. BGU II 373.6 (in full, 298 
CE); SB XII 11152.6: κ(ώµης) (225 CE): SB XVI 13071.13: κώ(µης) (223-225 CE); P.Mich. 
II 121 i.2: κώµη(ς) (42 CE).  
±2].oυ......ι̣δος: Iota, the character preceding the delta, is highly fragmentary. One is tempted 
to resolve alpha instead, which might render Διονυσιάδος, the genitive form of the name of 
the village Διονυcίαc. Even so iota seems to be more plausible than alpha. For the village of 
Dionysias see the Fayum Project (GEO ID 565).  
7. οὐ[λ(ὴ): Line seven might have begun with an indication of the scar on the vendor’s body. 
A tiny stroke next to the fragmentary omicron(?) at the beginning of the lacuna is probably all 
that survived of the upsilon. Above it the abbreviation mark is visible. It might have covered 
the lost lambda as well. The same word was seemingly likewise written at the end of this line.  
οὐ[λ(ὴ) δακτ]ύλ[ῳ ± 5].[±3].[±3]......[±2]ρ̣ Ὀνησί(µου):  The rest of the lacuna up to the 
beginning of the purchaser’s name could have been originally inscribed with the full 
description of the scar on the vendor’s finger, as in SB XVI 12559.11 (155 CE): οὐλὴ 
δακ(τύλῳ) µικ(ρῷ) χ<ε>ιρὸς ἀρ(ιcτερᾶς), or perhaps δεξιᾶς, if the scar in our case was on the 
small finger of the right hand. See also SPP XXII 29.10-11 (2nd cent. CE).  
Ὀνησί(µου): At the end of line 7 my transcription reads: Ὀνησί(µου) ὡc (ἐτῶν) κ̅ οὐλ(ὴ), 
(see text). An alternative reading here was suggested: Ὀνησίµου βοῦν. The price of the 
animal here (40 dr.) might have assisted this reading. In P.Fay 62 (134 CE) a cow is sold for 
44 dr. Yet Drexhage’s (1991) 303-304, price list of sheep, goats and cattle (1st-3rd cent. CE) 
shows higher prices as well. The word ὄνο(ν) clearly read at the end of line 8 discounts this 
possibility. 
8. The beginning of this line is very fragmentary. The only comment that can be made with 
some certainty regards  ]ακ.[±2]λω which may be resolved as δ]ακ[τύ]λῳ. I am unable to 
offer any clear text for the rest of the line up to the word ὄνο(ν).     
ὄνο(ν): The flat horizontal stroke over the second omicron stands for the final nu. This 
manner of abbreviation came to be frequent as early as the first half of the third century CE. 
See Bell (1951) 427; Cribiore (1996) 86.  
9. µ [υόχ]ρ[ου]ν: The suggested and probably fitting resolution is µυόχρουν. There is a 
horizontal stroke over the nu partly unexplainable as yet. Could the scribe have drawn a 
horizontal stroke over the lost upsilon, probably intending it to replace the nu, as in the 
previous comment, but then changed his mind and wrote down this letter anyway? 
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τεσσεράκοντα:  Though the regular form is τεσσαράκοντα, this spelling can also  be found. 
See e.g. P.Louvre I 14. ll. 8-9 (44 CE); P.Prag. I 63.ll. 13-14 (180 CE); CPR VII 36. l. 9 (331 
CE).  
[ἀ]ργυρί[ο]υ δραχ[µ]ῶν τεσσ̣εράκοντα: Compared with other prices paid for donkeys from 1 
CE  up to the fall of the Severan dynasty and the beginning of the crisis in the Roman Empire 
(235 CE) forty drachmas was rather low. Out of 130 extant papyrological references to 
donkey sales concluded in Egypt during this period 57 record the price paid for the 
sold/purchased animal. Only seven were sold for less than one hundred drachmas.6 The 
animal in P.Berl. inv. 25141 was traded for the lowest price (forty drachmas). This price 
seems odd considering the fact that prices of donkeys in the course of the period discussed 
were constantly on the rise. (See Litinas’ list, n. 5 supra). Our text does not volunteer any 
further details regarding the animal sold beyond its color (µ [υόχ]ρ[ου]ν?), which probably 
was common, not special. There must have been something about this donkey that lowered its 
price. On the other hand P.Berl.Cohen 8. ll. 13-15 (190 CE, 240 drachmas), SPP XXII 101. ll. 
7-8 (193-212 CE, 280 drachmas) and BGU II 413. ll. 7-8 (219 CE, 500 drachmas) do advance 
more detailed descriptions of the animals sold, but in all three of them the prices are way 
higher than in P.Berl. inv. 25141. Was the purchaser (in collaboration with the vendor) trying 
to evade the payment of the full fare of the ἐπιcτατεία καὶ δεκάτη payable at the market place 
of Alexandrou Nesos by not stating the actual price of the donkey sold here? see Pintaudi 
(1987) 43-47 for the charging of this. For the payment of this tax at the market place of 
Alexandrou Nesos see BGU XIII 2293 (147-155 CE); 2275 (155 CE).  
Nobody likes to pay taxes. This is true nowadays, as certainly it was in ancient times. Actions 
taken by government officials in Roman Egypt took advantage of the Egyptian population. 
This created enormous discontent among the Egyptians, and might have triggered the 
motivation to cheat the authorities. 
Adams (2007) 138-142, deals with abuses in the system of animal requisition on the side of 
the government or its agents. So do Lewis (1983) 161-163 (corruption in tax collection), 178-
180 (liturgy nomination) and Link (1993) 313 with footnote 37 presenting the case of Totoes, 
an inhabitant of Oxyrhynchos (P.Oxy. XVII 2131, 207 CE) who was unjustly nominated for 
the liturgy of public donkey driver, the πóρος required for which was 1200 drachmas. Totoes 
did not own property valued as such. Link also discusses acts of ἀναχώρησις committed by 
taxpayers not as a desperate step because they could not pay the taxes, but on account of their 
unwillingness to do so (p. 315: «… nicht unfähig, sondern einfach unwilling …»). The 
abuses on the side of the government might have triggered tax evasions performed by tax 
payers.  
In PSI V 476 (3rd cent. CE) Zenas advises his friend Ptolas, how he can evade supplying the 
amount of πυρὸς συναγοραστικός demanded by the officials. Can the example of P.Berl. inv. 
25141 be viewed as such a case?  
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